130      WHAT BECOMES OF THE SOUL AFTER DEATH
and earned to the abode of Lord of Death He is
condemned to prolonged sufferings and passing thr-
ough gradations of giossest of animal lives, in the
process of evolution like pigs and dogs, he attains
gradually a human body after a piocess of purifica-
tion of such sufferings
In one place he tails into a hidden well, in an-
other fiom a loftj- mountain, m another he treads on
razor edges and on spear-points In one place he stu-
mbles in the awful blackness and falls into water, in
another in mud abounding in leeches, in another in
hot slime In another place is a plain of hot sand
made of smelted copper, in another a mound of em-
bers In some places are showers of charcoal, show-
ers of stones and thunderbolts, showers of blood,
showers of weapons, showers of boiling water
In the midst of the way flows the terribly horri-
ble Vaitaram river with pus, blood. It is difficult to
cross this over
The sinner is beaten with hammers by the terri-
ble messengers of Yama He is forcibly dragged by
the nooses He eats the monthly nee-balls given by
his sons If the son makes a gift of a cow the depar-
ted soul gets a boat to cross the Vaitaram river
He reaches the abode of Yama at the end of a
year Lord Yama asks Chitragupta about the sins
Chitragupta enquires of the Sravanis who are the
sons of Brahma, who know all about the actions of
the human beings The Sravanis, wives of the Sra-
vanas, know accurately all that is done by women
Earth, water, fire, air, ether (sky), the heart Yama,